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In the Claims 

1-29. (Canceled) 

30. (New) A method, comprising the steps of: 

employing a procedure scope that defines a plurality of local variables and a context for 
execution of statements, wherein the procedure scope lacks a local definition of a timeout 
variable; and 

executing an Expect statement that traverses a procedure hierarchy to find a most recently 
set value for the timeout variable. 

31. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of employing the procedure 
scope comprises the step of: 

determining that a value of the timeout variable associated with the Expect statement is 
undefined within the procedure scope. 

32. (New) The method of claim 31, wherein the step of executing the Expect 
statement comprises the step of: 

traversing backward through a set of one or more nested procedures in a procedure 
hierarchy to identify the most recently set value for the timeout variable. 

33. (New) The method of claim 30, further comprising the step of: 
assigning the most recently set value to the timeout variable on a global scope. 

34. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of employing the procedure 
scope comprises the step of: 

establishing the procedure scope based on a set of one or more nested procedures that are 
invoked to reach the procedure scope. 
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25. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein the step of employing the procedure 
scope comprises the steps of: 

on a first occasion determining that a value of the timeout variable associated with the 
Expect statement is undefined within the procedure scope; and 

upon the first occasion identifying a calling procedure to the procedure scope from a 
procedure hierarchy by traversing backwards through the procedure hierarchy to identify the most 
recently set value for the timeout variable; 

the method further comprising the steps of; 

on a second occasion determining that a value of a timeout variable associated with a 
second Expect statement is defined within a local procedure scope. 

36. (New) The method of claim 30, wherein tbe step of executing the Expect 
statement comprises the step of: 

employing a change scope command to traverse backwards from the procedure scope to a 
calling procedure and to change the procedure scope to a second scope associated with the calling 
procedure. 

37. (New) Tbe method of claim 36, wherein the step of executing the Expect 
statement comprises the step of: 

returning a value of the timeout variable defined at a global scope associated with the 
procedure scope. 

38. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the step of executing the Expect 
statement comprises the steps of: 

determining that a global timeout value is undefined; and 
returning a default timeout value. 

39. (New) An apparatus, comprising: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that employs a procedure scope that 
defines a plurality of local variables and a context for execution of statements, wherein the 
procedure scope lacks a local definition of a timeout variable; and 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that executes an Expect statement that 
traverses a procedure hierarchy to find a most recently set value for the timeout variable. 
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40. (New) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the material recorded on a computer- 
readable medium that employs the procedure scope comprises: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that determines that a value of the 
timeout variable associated with the Expect statement is undefined within the procedure scope. 

41 . (New) The apparatus of claim 40, wherein the material recorded on a computer- 
readable medium that executes the Expect statement comprises: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that traverses backward through a set 
of one or more nested procedures in a procedure hierarchy to identify the most recently set value 
for the timeout variable. 

42. (New) The apparatus of claim 39, further comprising: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that assigns the most recently set 
value to the timeout variable on a global scope. 

43. (New) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the material recorded on a computer- 
readable medium that employs the procedure scope comprises: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that establishes the procedure scope 
based on a set of one or more nested procedures that are invoked to reach the procedure scope. 

44. (New) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the material recorded on a computer- 
readable medium that employs the procedure scope comprises: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that on a first occasion determines that 
a value of the timeout variable associated with the Expect statement is undefined within the 
procedure scope; and 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that upon the first occasion identifies a 
calling procedure to the procedure scope from a procedure hierarchy by traversing backwards 
through the procedure hierarchy to identify the most recently set value for the timeout variable; 

the apparatus further comprising: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that on a second occasion determines 
that a value of a timeout variable associated with a second Expect statement is defined within a 
local procedure scope. 



PAGE 4/10 * RCVD AT 3^7/2007 12:45:46 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/10 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:312 876 2020 * DURATION (mnvss):02-02 



MPR-27-2007 10:39 WOOD PHILLIPS 312 876 2020 P. 

200207864-1 

Gimelfarb et ah S/N: 10/681,783 



45. (Mew) The apparatus of claim 39, wherein the material recorded on a computer- 
readable medium that executes the Expect statement comprises: 

materia! recorded on a computer-readable medium that employs a change scope 
command to traverse backwards from the procedure scope to a calling procedure and to change 
the procedure scope to a second scope associated with the calling procedure. 

46. (New) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein , the material recorded on a 
computer-readable medium that executes the Expect statement comprises: 

material recorded on a computernreadable medium that returns a value of the timeout 
variable defined at a global scope associated with the procedure scope, 

47. (New) The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the material recorded on a 
computer-readable medium that executes the Expect statement comprises: 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that determines that a global timeout 
value is undefined; and 

material recorded on a computer-readable medium that returns a default timeout value. 

48. (New) An article, comprising: 

one or more computer-readable signal-bearing tangible media; 

means in the one or more media for employing a procedure scope that defines a plurality 
of local variables and a context for execution of statements, wherein the procedure scope lacks a 
local defio ition of a timeout variable; and 

means in the one or more media for executing an Expect statement that traverses a 
procedure hierarchy to find a most recently set value for the timeout variable, 

49. (New) The article of claim 48, wherein the means in the one or more media for 
employing the procedure comprises: 

means in the one or more media for determining that a value of the timeout variable 
associated with the Expect statement is undefined within the procedure scope. 
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50. (New) The article of claim 49, wherein ihc means in the one or more media for 
executing the Expect statement comprises: 

means in the one or more media for traversing backward through a set of one or more 
nested procedures in a procedure hierarchy to identify the most recently set value for the timeout 
variable. 

51 . (New) The article of claim 48, further comprising: 

means in the one or more media for assigning the most recently set value to the timeout 
variable on a global scope. 

52. (New) The article of claim 48, wherein the means in the one or more media for 
employing the procedure scope comprises: 

means in the one or more media for establishing the procedure scope based on a set of 
one or more nested procedures that are invoked to reach the procedure scope. 

53. (New) The article of claim 48, wherein the. means in the one or more media for 
employing the procedure scope comprises: 

means in the one or more media for on a first occasion determining that a value of the 
timeout variable associated with the Expect statement is undefined within the procedure scope; 
and 

means in the one or more media for upon the first occasion identifying a calling 
procedure to the procedure scope from a procedure hierarchy by traversing backwards through 
the procedure hierarchy to identify the most recently set value for the timeout variable; 

the article further comprising: 

means in the one or more media for on a second occasion determining that a value of a 
timeout variable associated with a second Expect statement is defined within a local procedure 
scope. 

54. (New) The article of claim 48, wherein the means in the one or more media for 
executing the Expect statement comprises: 

means in the one or more media for employing a change scope command to traverse 
backwards from the procedure scope to a calling procedure and to change the procedure scope to 
a second scope associated with the calling procedure. 



PAGE 6/10 * RCVD AT 3/27/2007 12:45:46 PM pastern Daylight Time] ' SVR;USPTO-EFXRF'5I10 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:312 876 2020 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-02 



MPR-27-2007 10:39 



WOOD PHILLIPS 



312 876 2020 P. 



200207864-1 

Gimelfarb et al. S/N: ) 0/681,783 

7 

55. (New) The article of claim 54, wherein the means in the one or more media for 
executing the Expect statement comprises: 

means in the one or more media for returning a value of the timeout variable defined at a 
global scope associated with the procedure scope. 

56. (New) The article of claim 54, wherein the means in the one or more media for 
executing the Expect statement comprises: 

means in the one or more media for determining that a global timeout value is undefined; 

and 

means in the one or more media for returning a default timeout value. 
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